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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TR ſome Time after the following Diſcourſe 
. * was preached, the Author was deſired to print 
it. But fearing that a Publication from a Perſon - 
of his Obſcurity, on a Subject that has been almoſt 
 exhaufted by many eminent Writers, would have 
| the Appearance of Impertinence and Oftentation, be 
declined it, But a Clamour being raiſed again 
it, which Time has not been able to ſuppreſs ; and 
the Doctrines it contains having been declared, in 
the ſame Place where it was delivered, to be falſe, 
dangerous, and damnable; (notwithſtanding they 
were the Baſis of the Reformation, and make the 
principal Figure in the Articles, Homilies, and Li- 
turgy of our Church) he is, in his own Defence, 
obliged to publih it, that the ſerious Reader may 
judge what Reaſon there is for ſuch an Outcry, and 
whether any Thing is advanced in it, which every 
Perſon, before his Admiſſion into the Miniftry, does 
not ſolemnly declare he will preach aud maintain. 
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ROM. x. 3. 


Þor Hes Pr ignorant of God's 
Righteouſneſs, and going about to 
eſtabliſb their own Righteouſneſs, 
have not ſubmitted tbemſelves un- 


to the N of God. 


NN H E important Queſtion that 
5 E 1 8 every Man ſhould ask himſelf, 
The, 


is ;—What ſhall 1 do to be 
Mes ſaved ?—WhenTappear at the 

Tribunal of Chriſt to anſwer for my Conduct 
in this Life, How ſhalf I be pardoned, ac- 
cepted, juſtified ?=Thar Righteouſneſs is the 
neceſſary Qualification we are agreed: herein, 
perhaps, we differ, Whether it is to beac- 
compliſhed by our own Righteouſneſs, or 
1 10 B : that 


= . SY ) 
+ that of another Perſon ; by any Thing we 
| ourſelves can do, or by what has been already 
done, and will be conditionally placed to our 
Account. One of theſe Ways we follow, 
truſt to, rely on: But if we have fixed upon 
that which God has not appointed, it is more 
than probable, that, notwithſtanding our moſt 
ſincere Endeavours, we ſhall finally tall ſhort 


wn - of — 


* 92 


Jn this Light it appeared to St. Paul, 
when he diſputed with the Jews upon this 
| Subject. That he was not engaged in a Mat- 

5 ter of mere Speculation, which they might 
| 4 believe or reject ar Pleaſure, but in which 

1 their future Happineſs was deeply concerned, 
appears from the Earneſtneſs he expreſſes at 
the Beginning of this Chapter. Brethren, my 
Heart's Deſfre and Prayer to God for Iſrael is, 
that they might be ſaved, This affectionate 
Wish, this tender Solicitude, did not pro- 
-ceed from his Diſcovery of any groſs In- 
ſtances of Immorality in them, any notorious 
Neglect, or open Contempt of the Duties of 
Religion; ſo far from ity he teſtified of them 
that they were well-d1 dates, religious, Per- 
ſons 
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ſons ; who worſhipped” the true God, and 


were zealous for his Law. I bear. them Re- 


cord, that they have à Zeal for God. Bur yet 
he was under dreadful Apprehenſions, had 
dark Preſages, that their Salvation Was, en- 


dangered, becauſe this Zeal was not accord- 


ing to Knowledge. For being ignorant. of 


God's Righteouſneſs, and going about to ef ablib 


their own Righteouſneſs, they had not ſubmitted. g 


themſel ves unto the Righteauſn:ſs of God. Reſt- 
ing in the Letter of the Law, they were 


become ignorant of che unſpotted Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, which was the Spirit of it, in 
which their pious Anceſtors truſted, and God, 
had appointed for Salvation: And, adopting. 
another Scheme, going about to eftablyb their. 
own Righteouſn , to make their own Works. 
a firm Foundation for Happineſs, they refuſed 
to ſubmit themſelves ro the, Righteouſneſs of God. 


By the Righteouſneſs of God, as here di- 
ſtinguiſhed from the Righteouſneſs. of Man, 
is not meant the juſt and equitable Dealings 
of God with Man; but a Righteouſneſs that 
has been performed by. God, in Contra- 


diſtinction to any Righteouſneſs that can be 


B 2 wrought 


(' 4) 
1 by Man. And is, by the Apoſtle, 


plainly defigned to expreſs the active and 


paſſive Obedience of Chriſt. His paſſive Obe- 
dience, 1n paying the Penalty due to the Vio- 


lation of the Law, by his Death on the | 


Croſs ; his active Obedience, by performing 


that perfect Righteouſneſs which the Law 


demanded, in a Life of unſpotted Purity and 
Holineſs. —By going about to eftabliſh our 


own Righteouſneſs, and refufing to ſubmit to 


the Righteouſneſs of God, is meant, the truſt- 
ing to our own Performances for Salvation, 
and refufing to embrace this Method which 
God has appointed. The Doctrine therefore 
which the Apoſtle contends for and incul- 
cates, is this. Whoſoever refuſes to ſubmit 


to, and firmly rely on, this Righteouſneſs of 
Chrift for Pardon and Salvation, but hopes 


and truſts to be pardoned and ſaved by any 
Works, any Performances, of his own, will, 

notwithſtanding his moſt fincere Endeavours, 
Nw fall ſhort of Happineſs. 


The! Law of Moſes was not defigned 28 2 


Covenant of Works, by Obedience to which 


Juſtification might be obtained. On the con- 
trary 
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Obedience to — The Senſe of this made 


0 5 


trary, by the Rigour of its Den 9 


Pplainly be Mi niftration of Condemnation ; con- 


demning every one that did not pay 2 perfect 


Job cry out, How fbould Man be juftifie 
with God? If wa contend with him, he can- 
not anſwer him one of a Thouſand, It was this 
made David entreat the Wen nr to en. 
ter into Jude ment with him, knowing full woll, 


' that, in is Sight ſboald'no Man living be juſtified, 
To what Purpoſe then was the Law, fiace it 
was impoſſible for Men to obey it? Unerring 


Wiſdom teaches us, By the Lau was the 
Knowledge of Sin.“ RoM. iii. 20. By wen 
as in a Mirror the Purity of its Deman | 
manifeſted the Imperfection of the Obedicans | 


that was paid to it: And by convincing the 
Sinner of his Inability to comply with them, 


ſerved as a Scbool- maſter to. lead him to Chriſt, 
that be might be juftified by Faith, Gal. iii. 24. 


Firft convincing him that it could not confer 


Righteouſneſs, and then directing him where 
only it could be 1 For the Apoſtle 
aſſures us, that * Cbriſt is tve End of the Lau 
for Righreouſneſs , to every one that believeth. 
Rom. x. 4. To . it refers in all its 
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(6) 

Precepts and Ceremonies. The moral Law. 

convincing us of Sin, and ſhewing our abſo- 
lute Want of a Saviour. The ceremonial 
Law pointing to him as ſuffering in our Stead, 
and waſhing away every Defilement of Guilt 
by his Blood. —We may now with. the. 
Apoſtle confidently aſſert By the Deeds of. 

the Law bali no Fleſb be juſtified. Gal. ii. 16. | 
No Performances of Man, be his Intentious i 

ever ſo fincere, will avail to Juſtification. E | 
The Law requires a perfect Obedience (ac- 
cording to our Saviour's Interpretation of it) 
in Thought, Word, and Deed. It will not 
abate one Jot of its Demands. ¶ boſac ver offends 
in one Point, is guilty f the whole Law; 
and is ſubject to its dreadful Denunciation. 
« Curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
Things that are written in the Book EY the Law: 
to do them.” Gal. ini. 10. ; 
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{rack with the Force af this Truth, wid 
being unwilling to renounce all Dependance 
for Salvation upon our own Works, and re- 
ceive it as a free Gift; our Pride has endea- 

voured to diſcover a middle Way to Happi- 
neſs: viz. by a ſincere Obedience. Telling 
- us, 
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43 
us, that the Rigour of the Law is relaxed. 
That a complete Obedience is not now re- 
quired of us, but only our Endeavours to live 
as well as we can; and what is Wanting in us 
to make up a perfect. Obedience, will be * 
Died by: the Merits of Chrift. 


MT, | 


| "ow 1 is it ad, 8 hs Kip is re- 
lad... or that .our fincere Obedience, in 
Conjunction with the Merits of Chriſt, are 
the Cauſe of our juſtification? Our Saviour, 
inſtead of allowing any ſuch Abatement in 
the Demands of the Law, declares, that 
One Jot or one Tittle foall in no wiſe paſs from 
it, till all be fulfilled.” Matt. v. 18. God 
himſelf has declared that he will magnify the 
Law, and mate it honourable.” Iſa. xlii. 21. 
And, chat his Truth might ſtand, rather than 
it ſhould be deprived of the Honour due 
unto it, the Curſe, Which was the Penalty 
due to the Violation of it, was inflicted on, 
and the perfect Obedience which it demanded, 
was performed in, the Perſon of the Sonof 
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„„ 
To ſay chat we are pardoned and juſtified d 
by our own fincere Endeavours, joined with 
the Merits of Chrift, however faſhionable 
the Doctrine may be, is what, I think, no 
Perſon can believe, who has carefully peruſed 
the Scriptures. For how can ſuch an one 
think that any Thing he can do, can avail to 
Pardon and Juſtification, when the Scriptures 
expreſsly declare that Chrift was delivered for 
our Offences, and was raiſed ag ain for our Tuftsfi- 
cation. Rom. iv. 25. To ſuch as attend only 
to particular Sentences, this Doctrine may ap- 
pear probable; but to thoſe who confider 
Chriftianity in one View, as one uniform, 
confiſtent Scheme of Salvation, it is fo far 
from being true, that it is a Contradiction in 
Terms.—We have ſeen that theLaw requires 
a perfect Obedience,—that nothing leſs will 
anſwer the Severity of its Demands,—thar it 
makes no Allowance for ourFrailties and In- 
firmities, but requires unſpotted Purity in 
Thought, Word, and Deed, —W hen we con- 
fider this, we are conftrained to ſay with 
David, There is none that doeth Good, no 
not one. Pſal. xiv. 2. For our Obedience 


however fincereis ſtill imperfect. To ſay, 
here · 


%%% 
therefore, that we are pardoned and quRtificd 


by the Merits of Chrift, and our ſincere Eu- 
deavours, is to ſay, that we are ꝑardoned 7 
the Perfection of Chriſt, and our own Im- 
perfection, at the ſame Time we acknowledge 
that nothing but n . to 
A | RF 1192 Wa + E 


1 . Paul declares 3 the [Ty is the Ob 
 niftration of Condemnation. 2 Cor, i ini. 9. But 
if fincere Obedience has any Part in our Jufti- 

fication, it is, contrary to what the Apoſtle 

aſſerts, the Miniftration of Righteou ſnebs. 


| Is Lis Epiſtle 10 the Epheſians, panes 
of the Cauſe of our Salvation, he ſays, © By 
Grace ye are ſaved, thro' Faith Mor of Warks. 
Epheſ. i ii. 8, & 9. He here excludes Works, 

or a fincere Obedience, from any Share in our 
Juſtification. Not only the. Works of the 

ceremonial Law, as ſome have imagined, but 
all Works whatſoever : And gives this Rea- 
fon for it, in the Words immediately follow - 
Man ſhould glory in it, as a Reward due to 
e CE : it 


„ M om0 3 5 
it might be aſcribed to the Son of God, who 
has declared, Befides Me man. 
Iſa. xliii. 11. 


In his Epiftle to the Galatians (ch. ii. 21.) 


he ſays, If Righteouſneſs comet h by the Law, 


i. e. by any Obedience we can poſſibly pay to 
it, Chrift is dead in vain. So that to ſuppoſe 
our conſcientions and fincere Behaviour can 

have any Share in our Salvation, is ſo far 
from being the Doctrine of Chriſt, that it 
overturns the Foundation of Chriftianity, I 
makes it a Covenant of Works, not of Sis | 
For to him that worketh is the Reward reckoned 
not of Grace, but of Debt. Rom. iv. 4. And 
it ſuppoſes the Death of Chriſt unneceſſary, 
tho the Scriptures declare it was to make oa 
tixyaclion for the Sins of the whole Wore.” 


The Defenders of oppoſite Tenets mutu- 
ally accuſe each other with explaining the 
Scriptures ſo as to ſerve an Opinion, rather 
than ſupport the Cauſe of Truth. It is to be 
wiſhed the Charge was groundleſs. By the 

Subtilties of Evaſion, and Violations of Criti- 
eil, many Paſſages have been made to ſpeak 
| a Wd 


2 Language they. never def gnec But with 
Regard to the Doctrine of our icin it is. 
next to impoſſible to err. This, as it is a 
Point all Perſons ate intereſted to know, is 
declared ſo frequently in the Goſpel, and in 
ſuch plain Terms, that an impartial Enquirer 
cannot miſtake it. The Caſe of Cornelius the 
Centurion, is, in my Opinion, an anſwerable 
Objection to all the Arguments brought in 
Favour of the Efficacy of a fincere Obedience. 
The Evangeliſt informs us that he was a de- 
vout Man, (Acts x) one that feared God 
with all his Houſe, which gave much Alms 
to the People, and prayed to God always. 
And theſe religious Actions were not diſ- 
regarded, he was aſſured by an Angel from 
Heaven, who acquainted him, that his Pray- 
ers and Alms were come up for a Memorial 
before God. At the ſame Time ordering 
him to ſend to Joppa for Peter, who ſhould 
tell him what he ought to do. The Conſe- 
quence of which was, that after: he had heard 
the Doctrines of Chriſtianity from the Mouth 
of the Apoftle, the Holy Ghoſt fell on him, 
and he was baptized. The Sincerity of Cor- 
| O 2 nelius's 


© 12 

Obedience is paſt a Doubt. 1 
declared to be acceptable by an Angel from 
Heaven. Yet ſo far was it from having any 
Share in his Juſtification, that it was only 
a Means of recommending him, as a fit Ob- 
ject, to partake of the farther Mercies of 
God, to be made acquainted with the Terms 
of Salvation, and initiated into the Chriſ- 
tion Covenant. And, therefore, if the 
Doctrine of fincere Obedience is true, with 
what Folly muft we charge the Moſt 
High, in ſending a Viſion to the Centuri- 
on, ordering him to ſend for Peter, andan- 
Other to the Apoftle, to remove his Scruples 
about the Lawfulneſs of preaching the Goſ- 


pel to the Gentiles, only for the Sake of 


making Cornelius acquainted with the 
Terms of the Goſpel, when his Salvation 
was already ſecured CHD it. 


But, if nothing we can « 1 no per- 
formances of our own will avail us, how 
are we to be ſaved ? the Apoſtle anſwers, 
by ſubmitting to the Righteouſneſs of God. By 
renouncing all Pretenfions to Righteouſneſs 


Se ve the Dent ned of 
e 


1 am not ignorant chas . 8 
Doctrine is, in general, received. That 
it ſhares the Fate of almoſt every Thing 
that is ſerious, in being ftiled Rant, Enthu- 
ſiaſm, Methodiſm, To ſpeak diſreſpectſul 
ly of any religious Tenet, before we are 
convinced it is erroneous, is certainly 
wrong. But to caft Infamy and Reproach 
upon this (as many who profeſs themſelves 
of this Communion do) which is fo ſtrong- 
ly eſtabliſhed by the Articles, Homilies, 
and Liturgy, of our Church, is a Con- 
duct ſo abſurd and inconſiſtent. as 15 ſcarce 
to be parellelled. — In the Exhortation to 
the Communion, ſpeaking of the Death 
and Paſſion of Chriſt, it is ſaid, whereby a- 
lone we obtain Remiſſion of our Sins, and are 
made Partakers of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
And, in another Part of the ſame Service, 
we are taught to ſay, Me do not preſume to 
come to this thy Table truſting in our own 


Righreouſneſs, , but in thy manifold and great 
M. ercies 0 
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Mereies. The Collect for t e Circumcifion 
begins thus, Almighty God wh baſt made thy 

bleſſed Son to be obedient to the Lau for Man. 

— The 11th Article of our Church has 

theſe remarkable Words, Me are accoumed 
righteous before God, only for the Merits of 
our Lord and Saviour Te ſus Chrift, — And, 

in the Homily on the Salvation of Man- 
kind, we have this ftrong Confirmation of 
what has been faid, Chrift is the Righteouſ- 
meſs of all them that da truly believe. He for 
them paid the Ranſom by bis Death. He for 
them fulfilled the Law in bis Life. — Per- 
ſectly conſonant to theſe Declarations of the 
Church, are the Expreſſions of the A poſ- 
tle ; As by the Offence of. one, Judgment came 


upon all Men to Condemnation ; even ſo by the 
Righteouſneſs of one, the free Gif came upon 


all Men to Juſtification of Life. Rom. v. 18, 
and 19. In his Second Epiſtle to the Co- 


rinthians he uſes this nervous Declaration; 
& He bath made him to be Sin for us who knew 


10 Sin, that we might be madethe Righreouf- 


* meſs of God in him.” Ch. ii. v. 21. In which 


| Paſſage the Impu tation of our Sin to Chr iſt, 


and 


| « as 3 
and of his Righteouſneſs to us, are as irongly 
declared as it is in the Power of Words to 
declare them: And in his Epiſtle to the Ro- 

mans, (iii. 21. 22. & 24) he not only con- 
firms the Truth of this Doctrine, but men- 

tions likewiſe the Manner in which it is to be 
Jaw ey and embraced: * But now the Righ- 
teouſneſs of God without the Law is manife ed, 

being witneſſed by the Law and ebe Prepbets; j 
even tbe Righteouſneſs of. God which is by Faith 

of Jeſus Cbriſt unto all, and upon all chem that 

believe; being juſtified freely by his 4 thro" 

| the W char i 15 in Jeſus. Chry 1 3 7 


: But is not KO to open a Door t. 1 
tiouſneſs? For if all we have to do is to be- 
lieve in the Satisfaction of Chriſt, what does 
it ſignify how we live? God forbid thatany 
ſhould thus wreſt this Doctrine to their De- 
ſtruction! The Faith which the Goſpel re- 
| quires, is not a bare Aſſent to the Truth 
ie, but includes Obedience to its In- 
junctions. It is a Faith that werketh by 
Love ; "which may beſt be underftood by 
- what our Saviour ſays; He that Ioveth me 


T. will keep my Commandments ;” he that has 
"MM a juſt 


. 


26 ) 


a juſt Senſe, a full Aſſurance, of what I have 
done and ſuffered for him, will, from a Prin- 
ciple of Gratitude, live in Obedienc 10 my 
Commands. And therefore, tho' the Scrip- 

tures exclude good Works from having anx 

Share in our Juftification, yet they do not re- 

ject them as uſeleſs ; on the contrary, they re- ; 7 
commend, enforce, and exhort tothe Practice i 
of them, as abſolutely neceſſary on many Ac- 
counts z as conducive to our own Happineſs 
and the good of Society; as being honour- 
able to the Chriſtian Profeſſion, and tending 

to promote the Glory of God; as a Teſta- 

ment of our Gratitude for the Bleſſings pro- 
cured for us by the Goſpel ; and, more par- 
ticularly, as a Proof of the Sincerity of our 
Faith; by Means of which the true Believer 
is diftinguiſhed from the Hypocrite, the 
fruitful Chriftian from the barren Formuliſt. 


It is not a groundleſs Opinion, that as Man 
fell thro' Pride, he muſt be reſtored thro? 
Humility ; to this the Goſpel alludes in alt 

| its Circumſtances : Its Author was born, not 
in a Palace, but in a Stable; his publick 
—_— was not with the State and 
Pageantry 


=” 3 7 0 
5 | 
6 
2 _ 
PN ** 
22 8 8 
 # 8 


Fageantr) 
the Foal of an Aſs. Inftead of poſſeſſing 
extenſive Domi nions he had not where ro 


lay his Head. And agreeable to his Ap- 


pearance was the Doctrine he taught; Learn 
of me, for I am meek and lowly in Heart. 


His Diſciples were choſe not from the Seats 
of Eminence, but Obſcuri ty. Inſtead” of 


enjoying the Wealth, Wiſdem, and Power 


of the Worldly, they were poor, and illite- 
rate. Of ſuch he made Choice to be the 


firft Propagators of his Doctrine; to baf- 


fle the Learning of the mighty Men of 


Reaſon, and declare to tlie Self- ſufficient 
Scribes and Phariſces, that they could be 


ſaved only through the Name of that de- 
ſpicable Perſon whom they had crucified” 


as an infamous Malefactor. And that what 


they taught might have the greateſt exter- 


L nal Marks of Truth, it was ſupported by 


2 Series of Miracles, wrought evidently for 
the Good of Mankind, and ar laſt ſealed with 


their Blood. — What could be better cal- 
culated to mortify human Pride, and de- 


preſs the Coneeit of all human Attainments, 


7 of ſome eg Monarch, but on 


rr. eg, 
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they had no are 5 in ; promoting our ever- 


laſting Concern? Yet, inſtead of anſwer- 


ing thoſe ſalutary Purpoſes, this Doctrine, 
though thus ſupported, proved a fatal Stum- 
bling block to the carnal Jew, and abſurd 
Fooliſhneſs to the conceited Greek. And ſuch 
it muſt, and ever will, prove to all, who, 
unwilling to renounce all Pretenſions to 
Merit, and accept of eternal Life as a free 
Gift, truft to be ſaved by any Works, any 
fincere Obedience of their own. It has 
this Tendency in its Nature. For in ſuch 


Perſons it directly counteracts the Defign of 
- God, by nouriſhing human Pride ; and 
thereby preventing that Lowlineſs of Heart, | 
that Child-like Dependence, that after Ina- 


bility to help himſelf, which every one muft 
experience before he can enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 


The Reſult of this Enquiry 


the true Nature of the Goſpel Covenant, 


is this; that we cannot be ſaved by any 
Works of our own. That they are all, 
whether . or in Conj unction with the 

Merits 


tae 
Merits of any other Perſon, abſolutely ex- 
cluded from having any Share in obtaining 
Fanden [tos Sin. And that the only Me- 


miſting £0 che \Righreoufoſe of God; by traft- 
ing firmly, by a lively Faith proceeding 
from Gratirade, and producing good Works, 

Death and Obedience of Jeſus Chriit 


8 e * have any! Doubt con- 
: N the Truth of this Doctrine, kr. me 


pare it with 55 Scripnires.” B that Cl. 
terion of Truth fet it ſtand or fall. And 


if you bring to the Enquiry an Heart free 
from Prejudice, 2 1 doubt not but it will 
appear to be the Power of God unto Salva- 
tion to every one char believes i it. 1 


vou who are convinced, che you; by 
frequent Meditation on this gracious Diſ- 


penſa tion of God, and by fervent Prayer to 


the Author of every good and perfect Giſt, 
be firmly eſtablihed in the Perſuaſion of it. 
A firm Reliance on the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt for Pardon and Salvation, is produc- 


tive 


d for Salvation, is, by ſub- 
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tive of. Peace 6. of Happineſs her, after. 
This alone can effect what Reaſon and Phi- 
loſophy can never accompliſh ; can appeaſe 


the Storms and Tempeſts of the World 
can ſmooth the Brow of Affliction; ſoften 


the Bed of Sickneſs, and adm 


© © 


in 


: Comfort and Support, when we ſhall n 


ſter ſolid 


want it, at the Hour of Death, and i in the 


Day of judgment. 


Unto this therefore 


may you cleave with your whole Heart; 
and may neither the falſe Gloſſes of So- 


phiftry, nor the corrupt Expoſitions of Se- 


ducers wreſt it from you; may you believe 

it with the utmoſt Aſſurance, without the 
leaſt Doubt or Wavering; and, may you 
evidence the Sincerity of your Belief, by 
a Life fruitful of good Works: Thus 


tetting your Light ſhine before Men, and glo- 
nix your Father w hich is in Heaven. 
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